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On May 6, Kanchi Ven Katarama Moorthy, Caribbean area director for the UN Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA), said Caribbean nations have made "rapid strides" toward reducing population
growth, and achieving balanced development. However, he added, "there is no room for
complacency." According to Moorthy, over the past three years the average population growth rate
for the Caribbean was 1.4%, compared to 0.7% for North America. Because of high levels of out-
migration, said Moorthy, Caribbean demographic growth is actually higher than 1.4%. The UNFPA
reports that the global population currently totals 5.5 billion, and is expected to double by 2050.
Moorthy expressed concern about Caribbean dependence on external donor support "which is at
best inadequate and uncertain." He said, "Other regions of the globe, such as Africa and Asia, with
more acute population concerns, are bound to claim, for a long time to come, greater priority in the
distribution of scarce international resources for population programs." (Source: Caribbean News
Agency, 05/06/92)
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